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IN BATON ROUGE
by DAVE GUFFEY
UM Sports Information Director
MISSOULA--
Every athlete, no matter what the sport, hopes for that one big season--the 
one in which everything falls into place.
University of Montana women's tennis player Lynanne Otto has had one of those 
seasons. For that matter, so has the Grizzly team.
Otto and teanmates Birgette Giaever, Diane Wortman, Jane Heintzman, Cathy 
McDonel1 and Colleen McNamara will put the finishing touches on their 1980 season 
June 3-11 at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge at the AIAW National Tennis 
Championships.
It will be the first Division I tennis championship under AIAW's new three- 
competitive division structure. The tourney includes a field of 24 teams, 64 
singles players and 32 doubles pairs. Seeding will be determined Monday, June 2.
Otto, only a sophomore, has compiled a perfect 23-0 singles record in route 
to winning the Regional No. 3 singles title.
The 19-year old history major said she started playing tennis in her hometown 
of Dayton, Ohio at the age of 11. She played junior tournaments the following 
wi nter.
Otto steadily improved, .nd then her senior season at Oakwood High School in 
Dayton she started getting offers from colleges. Ironically, her final two choices 
were UM and LSU, the latter being the site of the tennis championships this year.
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OTTO LEADS WAY--add one
"I really thought Montana was a neat school," Otto said. It just seemed like 
a great place to go, so I came here."
Otto, who played at the number one singles slot last season for UM, is 
somewhat modest when it comes to her win-loss record in singles.
"It just happened," she said. "I played very well when I had to play well.
I kind of lucked out."
"Lynanne is a competitor, " said second-year coach Paul Larson. "She never 
gives up. Her record is an indication of how hard she plays. She doesn't like 
to lose. She has really improved mentally from last season."
Montana's regional championship was no fluke. The Grizzlies entered the 
tournament a couple of weeks ago with a 17-4 dual match record. The team was 4-13 
last year.
Otto has "had a lot of help from friends" in advancing to the nationals.
In singles play Giaever (Oslo, Norway) is 18-7, Wortman (New York) is 21-2, 
Heintzman (Bismarck, N.D.) 17-6, McDonell (Corona Del Mar, Calif.) 14-10, and 
McNamara (Missoula) 16-8. To top it all off, McNamara is the only senior on the 
team.
The top two doubles teams have included many combinations, but the No. 3 squad 
of Heintzman and McNamara has lost only once in 23 matches.
"We've been shooting for this (the nationals) since February," said Larson, 
who played collegiate tennis at Cal-Berkeley. "What happens from here depends on
the draw. If we draw a team like UCLA or BYU we could be in trouble. If the players
on those teams wanted to play pro tennis, they could. Some of the players who will be 
there will be ranked nationally."
"If we play some of the schools who aren't at the top, we'll have a chance to
advance," Larson continued. "There won't be any slouches. We'll have to play over
our heads to do wel1."
"I think our team is really strong this year," Otto said. t "The caliber of play 
and the depth have really improved. When you win then you put pressure on yourself
to keep winning. I just want us to play as well as we can. That's all we can expect."
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